
Wilderness Rider Packing Ability 
 
The motion made at the 07 Rendezvous stated: 
“Leave the Wilderness Rider Program as is with the caveat that all Wilderness Rider’s have 
packing ability within two years of completing the program”. 
 
Webster’s Dictionary 
Ability: being able, have talent, skills or aptitudes, capacity to do or act, competence in an 
activity because of one’s skill 
 
 
 
A Wilderness Rider will show ability by demonstrating in a satisfactory manner the following 5 
Packing Skills. 
 

1. Demonstrate the ability to properly saddle a pack animal. 
2. Demonstrate the ability to properly balance a load.  (Note: the use of a spring scale 

or similar device is permitted) 
3. Demonstrate the ability to properly adjust packs on a pack animal. 
4. Demonstrate the ability to properly tie a hitch including the mante.  (Note: the use 

of a reference manual is permitted) 
5. Demonstrate the ability to lead a pack animal, while mounted on a lead animal, 

through a designated course which will consist of both left and right turns, clock and 
counter clockwise circles, figure eights and navigating obstacles representing trees, 
logs, boulders or rocks. 

 
Those who successfully graduate from the Wilderness Rider Training Course may demonstrate 
the required 5 packing skills during the course or have two years to achieve the abilities listed 
by taking a packing course from a local college, a unit, a professional packer/pack station, from 
the “state course” when developed or other training venue.  
 
All Wilderness Riders must complete this requirement and any individual who considers 
themselves a “non-packer” may utilize the educational venues listed above.   
 
A letter of achievement from one of the afore-mentioned courses not signed by one’s self, will 
be accepted by the Wilderness Rider Steering Committee in lieu of a formal demonstration of 
the 5 packing abilities at an annual Rendezvous. 
 
This verification certificate is to be used for the internal use of BCHC only, specifically, the 
Wilderness Rider Program.  Any use of this form by any third party is inappropriate and is 
entirely at the risk and discretion of such third party without warranty of any kind.  
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Signature and date of person who verifies the above stated criteria 

 

Mail or Email to:   Stacy Kuhns, Co-Chairman Wilderness Rider Steering Committee, 42405 

Indian Hill Trail Aguanga, Ca 92536  909-633-1705 
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